
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 Ayesha Qaiserani  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Maternity challenges in Bannu. 

 Humanitarian hero: Displaced 

from home in NWA, staff of local 

NGO continues to help others. 

FIGURES  

Pre-existing 
estimated IDPs in 
KP and FATA  

930,000 

Displaced from 
NWA to other parts 
of Pakistan as of 11 
August 
* Pending NADRA 
verification 

1,002,002* 

Expected returnees 
to FATA in 2014 
(FDMA) 

270,000 

Returnees to FATA 
since Nov 2013 
(FDMA) 

Over 
100,000 

Registered Afghan 
refugees (UNHCR) 

1.6 million 

Food insecure 
(National Nutrition Survey 
2011) 

58% 

 

2014 FUNDING 

HCT Strategic Plan 
(US$) 

352m Initially required  

112m Donated 

240m Still required 

NWA IDP needs (US$) 

99m Requested 

25.6m Donated 

54.5m Still required 

 

Women in Bannu – Maternity challenges faced 

Approximately 1 million North Waziristan Agency (NWA) residents have been registered 
as having left their homes after the launch of the military operation on 15 June. As of 19 
August, the Government reported registering over 1 million people (over 96,000 
families); 74 per cent are women and children. The majority of the displaced are now in 
Bannu District, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). Prior to the displacement, Bannu District had 
a population of some 1.2 million people but with these extra families staying in Bannu, 
additional strain has been put on the normal social servicesfacility and facilities, such as 
health care, the market, and water services.  

Women lack access to basic services 

At the best of times, life is difficult for women in Pakistan’s north-western region. During 
emergency situations, such as when people flee their homes, women’s vulnerabilities 
increase. “Women and children are the worst affected in emergencies as they are 
completely dependent on male family members,” said Neelam Toru, Chairperson of the 
Provincial Commission on the Status of Women (PCSW), KP. 

The conditions for all females among those displaced from NWA remains a grave 
concern for the PCSW delegates. The PCSW is a statutory body of female human rights 
activists and Members of Provincial Assembly that monitors and advises the 
Government on mechanisms for women’s empowerment. 

Ms. Toru visited the Government health facilities in Bannu in late June, soon after 
people arrived from NWA. The conditions of women in the maternity ward caused her 
grave concern.  With the additional people in Bannu, the maternity ward on this day was 
overflowing. The one-room maternity ward held two beds but had to accommodate three 
women in varying stages of labour while several more women were on the floor—all 
attended by a single female doctor. The notably distressed doctor said many women 
suffered miscarriages, and early deliveries, with babies unable to survive. The 
heightened stress and trauma faced by women unaccustomed to being in an urban 
environment with limited resources and information have contributed to increased 
numbers of reproductive health emergencies. 

Two weeks later, little had changed when the delegation paid a second visit to the health 
facility, despite additional female paramedics to support the doctor. Overcrowding and 
reproductive health emergencies among the  displaced women continue. The full 
magnitude of reproductive health complications cannot be fully captured as stringent 
recordkeeping has not been impossible to maintain, given the numbers of patients. 

A PCSW USAID-funded study, “Women in Emergencies”, coincided with the 
displacements from NWA. The study looks into the effects of emergencies on women 
resulting from displacement. An alarming 86 per cent of displaced women and 78 per 
cent from host communities shared how cultural practices and poverty prohibit their 
ability to access healthcare. The study revealed that 16 per cent of women from camps 
reported miscarriages during displacement and one in five women faced complications 
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due to excessive traveling. Almost 75 per cent women in camps had disturbed sleep 
patterns or were unable to sleep at night due to stress. 

“This study was conducted as there is no organized source of information available on 
the nature and scale of implications of emergencies on women,” said Ms. Toru. 
Women’s circumstances may be vulnerable as they often lack the necessary 
documentation or may be the second, third, or fourth wife, a widow, or a divorcee. Under 
the Taliban control in NWA, women were prevented from getting their Computerized 
National Identity Cards (CNICs), which now excludes them from receiving government 
assistance. 

Reproductive health services are also compromised in adjacent areas, such as Karak. 
Only one gynecologist attends to multiple cases simultaneously and support staff, like 
nurses and anesthesiologists, is shared with other departments.  

World Humanitarian Day 2014: 19 August 

2014 Theme 

The world needs more 
humanitarian heroes. 
Anyone can be a 
humanitarian hero. On 
19 August the world 
commemorates all who 
lost their lives in 
humanitarian service 
and celebrates the spirit 
that inspires 
humanitarian work 
around the world. 

Violence against aid workers 

In 2013, 155 aid workers were killed, 171 were seriously wounded, and 134 were 
kidnapped. Overall, these statistics represent a 66 per cent increase in the number of 
victims from 2012

1
. Preliminary figures show that as of 18 August 2014, 79 aid workers 

have been killed this year alone
2
. Although violence against aid workers occurred in 30 

countries, three-quarters of all attacks took place in just five settings: Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, South Sudan, Sudan, and Syria.  

Events in Pakistan 

As part of the celebrations in Pakistan, some media students travelled to Bannu to 
capture the stories and images of local humanitarian heroes. The Resident 
Coordinator/Humanitarian Coordinator will inaugurate a photo exhibition of these 
Pakistani humanitarian heroes at the Serena Hotel Islamabad. This exhibit will then 
travel to Quetta and Serena Faisalabad.  

Displaced and a humanitarian hero 

Humanitarian heroes are normal people who are committed to making a difference. 
Since 2002, Nizam Dawar has run a local non-governmental organization, Initiatives for 
Social Transformation (IST) in North Waziristan Agency, working across the southern 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). He engages community-based groups of 
men and women to bring about social change in their communities and instil a sense of 
hope among those most in need—dangerous work at the best of times with militants 
targeting those seen as a threat to their cause.  

In June, he became one of the thousands of people displaced from his home during the 
military operation against insurgents. Even while displaced, Nizam continues to worry 

                                                      
 
1
 Humanitarian Outcome, www.humanitarianoutcomes.org/awsd. 

2
 Ibid. 

“One aid worker killed in the 

line of duty is one too 

many. Nurses, engineers, 

logisticians and drivers for 

example all take great risk 

doing their work in 

sometimes extremely 

dangerous and difficult 

circumstances. World 

Humanitarian Day is the 

day we remember the 

sacrifices that humanitarian 

workers make. We also pay 

tribute to all humanitarians 

who work to help and 

support the most 

vulnerable,” said Valerie 

Amos, the Emergency 

Relief Coordinator. 
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For further information, please contact: ochapakistan@un.org 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: pak.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org/pakistan 
| www.reliefweb.int/country/pak| Facebook| Twitter 

about others more vulnerable than himself, such as widows, those without 
documentation, and the undocumented second, third or fourth wives who are largely 
illiterate and in poor health with only their livestock as an asset. 

Nizam and his colleagues have raised funds for those women without male guardians or 
who lack the documentation required for government cash assistance. They helped 
create women’s and men’s committees to find and assist displaced people in Bannu, 
Lakki Marwat and Dera Ismail Khan, and advocate on behalf of women to get their 
CNIC. They work with the youths and host community to identify these families and have 
distributed between PKR5,000 to PKR10,000 (US$50 to $100) to 400 families. Over Eid-
ul-Fitr, they arranged two special celebrations. The first was for children and a second 
with the hosting and displaced community with poetry, dancing and music to promote 
messages of peace and tolerance.  

Through their hard work, 
even as they are 
themselves displaced, 
Nizam and IST actively 
work in Bannu and 
adjacent areas. IST 
were appointed by the 
National Humanitarian 
Network, a national body 
of local civil society 
organizations, as the 
Bannu Chapter lead, 
based on their credibility 
and outreach with the 
displaced. They remain 
an active voice for the displaced from NWA and a credible source of information that 
tracks the ongoing needs that fully understands the needs of the most vulnerable 
people. 

Global events 

Join millions around the world on 19 August to celebrate humanitarians everywhere. 
Sign up to become a Messenger of Humanity and join an online group of people 
motivated to take action in the name of humanity. Messengers will be called on to take 
an important social action on 19 August. 

For more information, visit www.worldhumanitarianday.org. 

mailto:ochapakistan@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/pakistan
http://www.reliefweb.int/country/pak
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OCHA-Pakistan/607899432566954
https://twitter.com/OCHAPakistan
http://www.worldhumanitarianday.org/

